
The grand finale of our year-long celebration of 50 
years protecting LIFE in the Miami Valley culminated 
on September 22nd with our Golden Gala at the 
Dayton Marriott. Our emcee 
for the evening was the talented 
and entertaining Neil “Hutch”  
Konerman, formerly of WDTN.

We began the evening with 
congratulatory remarks and a 
prayer by the Most Reverend 
Dennis Schnurr, Archbishop of 
Cincinnati. We then welcomed 
everyone to our sold-out event. Many of our founding 
families were in attendance, as was our first President of 
the Dayton Right to Life Society in 1972, Dennie Stieritz. 
A video was shown on the history of the Dayton Right 
to Life Society, hosted by Bill Shiedel from WHIO.  
The video shared the thoughts and reflections of  
some of our past directors and volunteers, including  
Dennie Stieritz, Mary Gigandet, Julie Penno, Mike Haynes, 
and Amy Sargent. 

The evening also included a fabulous testimony from 
one of our past Yox scholarship winners, Moriah Brown. 
She received her scholarship in 2004 after she had 

her son while in high school. 
She worked hard and became 
a nurse. This year her son 
graduated from high school 
and she received her master's 
degree in nursing!

Our special guest for the evening 
was Fox and Friends Weekend 
host, Rachel Campos Duffy. 

An Evening 50 Years  
in the Making!

She had a wonderful talk on what real feminism is and  
the attack on womanhood and motherhood in our society.

The food was great, but  
the fellowship was better!  
It was a wonderful evening of 
celebrating all the families 
Dayton Right to Life has 
supported over the years, and 
the dedicated volunteers that 
have made it happen.

Dayton Right to Life would like 
to thank all our sponsors, especially Ave Maria Funds, 
for their support! You may view videos and photos from 
the evening on our website, www.daytonlife.org.

Post-event impact: Rachel Campos Duffy was so 
impressed with our scholarship winner, Moriah, she 
did a segment on her weekend program! What a great 
moment for Moriah and Dayton Right to Life!

If you are a past or current volunteer, staff member, or 
donor and could not make our banquet, we have a special 
commemorative gift for you. Contact Kristina Farmer to 
receive your appreciation gift: kfarmer@daytonlife.org 
or (937) 461-3625. 

There is still time to make your 50th anniversary 
donation to the Society organization! We could really 
use your support to continue protecting LIFE in the 
Miami Valley. 
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a buffet lunch,
unlimited drinks, 
a hat, and a t-shirt. 
It was a great day to 
relax, socialize, and 
enjoy a hometown 
ballgame.

The highlight of 2022, however, came compliments of 
our U.S. Supreme Court. On June 24th, the Dobbs v. 
Jackson decision was announced, and it struck down 
not only Roe v. Wade, but also Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey. What a moment in our nation’s history! The 
Dobbs decision sent the abortion debate back to the 
states where it was in 1972 when Dayton Right to Life 
Society began. Many of our loyal pro-lifers did not live 
to see the fall of Roe, but what an incredible testament 
to the pro-life community’s dedication. That afternoon, 
Margie Christie held a joint press conference with Ohio 
State Representative Jena Powell. It was truly fitting 
that overturning Roe v. Wade came in such a milestone 
year for Dayton Right to Life. 

However, now we continue
to fight for LIFE,
especially at the state 
level, and what better 
way to do that than to 
participate in Ohio’s 
First March for Life! 
This event was held in 
Columbus on October 5th. 
It featured music, speakers, 
including Dayton Right 
to Life’s Margie Christie, 
legislators, and thousands 
of pro-life Buckeyes. It was 
a sight to see as thousands 
gathered at the Ohio State 
Capitol Square and then
peacefully marched through the 
streets of downtown Columbus, 
witnessing for the unborn.

We thank each of you for your 
continued support and generosity. 
To see more pictures and videos of 
our events, or if you are interested 
in donating or volunteering, please 
visit us at daytonlife.org. Please be 
sure to also follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter. To be a part of future events, sign up for our 
eblast on our website’s Stay Connected button.

Celebrating 50 years of 
Protecting LIFE
2022 was an exceptional and exciting year to celebrate 
50 years of protecting LIFE. We kicked off celebrations 
with our open house in February. Donors and guests 
were invited to join us for a sneak-peek behind the 
scenes. As the guests toured the office and pantry, staff 
explained how our operations work and how they could 
help our cause. We provided a continental breakfast and 
gave an exclusive reveal for the year’s speaker at our 
50th Anniversary Golden Gala, Rachel Campos Duffy. 

In May, we celebrated our  
official incorporation as  
Dayton Right to Life Society 
in May of 1972, with a 
Founder’s Luncheon. The 
event was held at the 
Reverie and lunch was 
catered by Divine Catering. 
Speakers included our Executive Director, Margie Christie 
and Board Chair, Gary Whitted. Margie also interviewed 
one of our founders, Dennie Stieritz, and our historian, 
Amy Sargent. Mary Gigandet, one of our first activists, 
was featured in a video about our history.

It was a wonderful day spent with those who were there 
in 1972, as well as current and former staff, board, and 
volunteers. Several past directors were present, as were 
some families of our most notable volunteers, like the  
children of Betty Yox. The event ended with a prayer from 
Mary Leonard, daughter of another founder, Mary Britt.

Over the summer, we hosted our annual Tee Up Fore 
Life at Sycamore Creek Country Club. The weather was 
not conducive to a lot of “birdies,” but a good time was 
had by all. We truly appreciate our sponsors, Ave Maria 
Mutual Funds & Sycamore Creek Country Club, as well 
as Michelle Teska. 

After Tee Up Fore Life in June, we went right into 
July with a Sunday afternoon at Day Air Ballpark to 
watch the Dayton Dragons take on the Fort Wayne 
Tincaps. Unfortunately, the Dragons lost, but the staff,  
volunteers, and donors who attended enjoyed the game.  
We had our group in the Dragon’s Lair, which included  
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